Roberts Field Advisory Committee

June 18th, 2020 Meeting



Meeting Agenda

e Call To Order — Notification Of Live Broadcast/Recording
Public Input

RFAC members

e Updates from DPW

* Projects Review

* Friendship Park Public Health Guidelines

e Vote on any necessary topics

 Next Meeting Dates/Agenda

e Adjourn



Public Input

e Send email to:

guestions@robertsfield.org



RFAC Board Members

Co-Chair: Marcus Bush

Co-Chair: Elisabeth Bobrow
Secretary: Justin Whitehouse
Member: Bill Askenburg

Member: Adelle Stavis
Member:Tameka Grantham O'Brien
Member: Barry Jefferson — Approved

To apply to join the committee, contact:
Town Manager Paul Cohen
pcohen@townofchelmsford.us

(978) 250-5202



mailto:pcohen@townofchelmsford.us

Q&A with DPW

Jim mentioned seeding the grassy area around the tree in the Natural Play Area during our
meeting. Is this something that can be done while the playground is closed?

« Can you send over the list of exercise equipment you referenced in your last email?

 The committee would like to know if the Irrigation vendor has been selected yet or if there will be
and RFP process. if a vendor has been selected can you please share with me who that is? if there
will be an RFP process can you provide me with a copy of the RFP?

« Jimis very concerned about the trees. If we are not able to use much to protect the roots what
alternative ideas do you have? Would it be possible to add mulch if we put a sign on the tree stating

it was not play equipment?

» Bill asked if we could have the old seating from the T-ball field removed. Adele shared that it's an
attractive nuisance.

e Can you include the Pond Side Pavilion on the phase 2 layout?

» Do you know if there are any plans to expand Engine #3 which would impede the hardscape play
area planned for phase 2?



DPW Updates

* Restripe parking lot (Completed)
* Field Survey (completed)

e Permitting with Chelmsford Conservation Commission (there are no firm dates at
this point, all field construction projects are projected to be delayed a year)

* Irrigation well by garage dug (Delayed due to permitting issues)
* Field fill and grading (Delayed due to permitting issues)

* Irrigation lines installed, including playground and raised garden lines (Delayed due
to permitting issues)

e Seeding Infield clay, backstops, walking track and exercise equipment (September
after Labor Day)

e Security Cameras (TBD)

e Pond Dredging (TBD)

* Invasive Plants removal (TBD)

e Portable Bathroom Structure (TBD — most likely will have to be a volunteer project )



Projects Review

e Grants & Fundraising

* Pond side shade multi-use picnic pavilion

e Portable bathroom enclosure
 Hardscape Play Area

 Upper & Lower Parking Lots
e Park welcome area

e Park Signage

e Sandbox Flooding
e Volunteer Projects

Total estimated budget $140k -$224k
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Grants & Fundraising

Grants:

* Environmental Grant

* 56,000 Shade Grant — Dermatological Association (missed in March)
* S100K Lowes Parks and Community Grant

e Survey to show visitors from surrounding towns (Review Questions)
Fundraising:

e Donation Items for purchase

e Buy a Brick campaign for the path to the Pavilion



Survey Questions

How Would You Improve Roberts Field in Chelmsford? DRAFT

How do you use the Park and what improvements are important to you?

The Roberts Field Advisory Committee would like your input on how you use Roberts Field and what improvements your would
like to see made to the park. Your feedback will help to prioritize and seek funding for future improvements.

* 1. Please provide your zipcode.

2. How often do you participate in activities at Roberts Field?
Extremely often
Very often
Moderately often
Slightly often

Mot at all often



Survey Questions

J. What types of activities do you participate in at Roberts Field? (Select all that apply)
Bring children to Friendship Park playground
Exercise on circuit machines
Play lacrosse, baseball or soccer
Walk on the trails
Walk dogs
Enjoy the natural open spaces
lce skate
Sit pond side
Run/Jog
Birdwatching
Kite flying or frisbee play

Other (please specify)
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Survey Questions

4. Which of the planned future Park improvements are important to you? (Select all that apply) 5. Do you have any other thoughts, questions or concerns about improving Roberts Field?

Two baseball fields with backstops and in-field fencing
Multi-use lacrosse field and safety goal netting

Crushed stone walking track (.35 mi)

Invasive plant removal (bittersweet, poison ivy, etc.)

New gardens and tree plantings

Park community welcome area near The Shack and parking lot
Pond dredging and aeration fountains to improve pond ecology
Irrigation system (athletic fields and gardens)

Hardscape play area with half court basketball court
Multi-station exercise circuit on walking track

Interpretative nature trails and tree walk

New Park and information signage

Seating around walking track

Pondside mulii-use shade pavilion

More parking and restriped parking lots

Surveillance video cameras

Other (please specify)
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Friendship Park Sandbox Improvement

Problem: The issue is not the water level; it is the sand level. Putting in better drainage is a complex
and expensive action that will not alleviate the issue. The water actually dissipates adequately
today. The proper corrective action is to elevate the sand platform so that the play area is well
above the water table.

Solution Constraints:

The modified sandbox needs to remain ADA compliant, which means that it must properly serve
anyone with special needs. Specifically, the sand surface and diggers must remain as accessible as
they are now.

The modified sandbox cannot introduce any hazards such as falling, wood splinters, or exposure
to hazardous substances (e.g., pressure treating chemicals).

The modified sandbox needs to minimize sand spillage to surrounding walkways.

The corrective steps need to be cost effective. This includes minimal changes to the surrounding
areas including walkways and hardscape surfaces.



Volunteer Projects

e Portable Bathroom Enclosure

e Covered Bridge for the welcome area

* Fence Staining

* Picnic Table refurbishing (1 completed)
e Weeding

* FORF Activities



Friendship Park Reopening Public Health
Guidelines



Next Meeting Dates/Agenda

What goals do we want to achieve before our next meeting?
What will our agenda and action items be for our next meeting?

When do we want to meet next?
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